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When Insanity Holds tfie Scepter 


By Russel V. Let 


Craziness occurs in kings. Psychotic 
emperors presidents, prime ministers 
and dictators have left their smudged 
marks on every page of history. Some 
rule today. An inquiry in depth into 
the role of madness in human affairs 
would provide a fascinating field to 
be i ullivated by a team of historians 
and psychiatrists. The harvest of bi- 
zarre events wrought by deranged 
ileadtrs would be a rich one. 

| This is not surprising, for 5 per cent | 
for all men are mad. By simple stetis- 
iical probability some of these men 
will achieve power. Indeed, this likeli- 
hood exceeds probability for a number 
of reasons. In a dynastic regime t*n- 
dencios to aberration, which are often 
genetically linked, are passed on to the 
heir-aj wmt, often exaggerated by 
Inform'd tag 

In b democratic regime the very 
ualitie? of egocen tricky and mega- 
ommua. characteristic of maii'y psy- 
chos are precisely those that lead 
!u aspire to high office. In fact, 
there are those who say that the very 
fact of aspiration to high office is ipso 
facto proof of mental derangemert, X 
would net go so far. 

In our time hi* have one of 
the uiout highly developed and Intel- 
cttttaf people* of nil rime completely 
siriie'Hvd re ri.c absolute power "M a 
xtbook paranrdar -- Adoipb Hitter. 
Such phenomena, alns for tnailklad, 
Hend to be recurrent. 

In the days gone by such occur- 
rences, while deplorable, wen? later* 
able. Sometimes they wet© -imiKung 
enough to add to he nation’* gaiety, 
as in l!ie case >f mad King Ludwig \ 
of Bavaria, or Faroiik, the last ruler 
of Egypt. To 1* .'U re, the demented 
George 111 tost the Bmish crown it« 
brightest jewel, and a little later the 
, diminutive, strutting paranoitc, Napo 
I leon Bonaparte, bathed all Europe in 


blood and left the flower of France 
to perish in the snows of Russia. 

The events of the terrible twentieth 
century, which led up to this awesome 
denouement, provide the best exam- 
ples of the power of madman to abolish 
rational behavior. The century opened 
on an optimistic and complacent world 
—a world that bMieved in progress, 
a world that believed that with the 
application of the great scien title di i 
coveries and the spread c liberal 
democracy In time all would he veil. 
We knew, of course, that there vrrre 
a few despotisms hbe R- si a. but *.ve 
believed this would chaiur. W** were 
practical We talked pec.ee tad p-*itwd 


of Flanders with genetic effects on 
the stock of both countries that are 
all too apparent today. 

The Peace of Versailles, which could 
have ushered in the brave new world, 
was a tiavesty. R was the product 
of strange men, none of wi was 
strictly normal or psychologically sta- 
ble. The chief character, of course, was 
Woodrow v/Upon—ou? of the tragic 
figures i>f history. His was die most 
brilliant brain that had e%er occupied 
li'a Presidency, with a popularity in 
Europe never approached by an 
American before or since, ia a pos; 
tiou where he could heve brought 
Utopia to a war-sick world. 


ours- Ives to the teeth. But witfc.d v.c ^ 1 Bui )r : * waj not mentally 5 * md. Hr 
W€*u stupid-— stupid enough to tolerate » had had a number 01 ’’little strokes' 
madmen in positions V>f pow*r They-I hh hne mind was shattered; his ittdg- 
brought us to th- brink 6f destruction. a teen* wos and lie we* unaware 

Kaiser Wilhelm Ji was the first This v &■ the change. He went on with Hi s 
unfortunate birth -maimed, mother ,1 disease to complete desut^Uide r>nd, 
hating. vw. insecure, : f rutda& ridte*'* 
lous adult* adolesce^ r*ile4 G rmftnj — 

Germany with ft# ruagnl-icau't tcob 
nology, its superbly U’Svkujd aimy u 'll > 
played with it as h boy does Trill 
lead si>idier.>. Even hi * /#>.-*» 

nizeri that he wa.-: not 8 nonoa! msa, 
but they did nothU^?. 

When the events h Sstcijvw 
place the Kaisur was roetfc-^alMi* la 
stop te'swad YPttu* 

nre., of course, many -ki 


to wte Work* Wil‘ 1 


r?5 vir1.ee of gross fraud on the t?»ri 
ifl his second wife. Edith, and hi* 
>r. occupied the Ftesjdcnc’ fur 

n) n mosrths of total incapacity 
lir them w^te abnorm*? »n ib r 
fzrmt v*{j*/s. Georges Clemency h, tn< 
T’g«r c Fnmcc, ws* indeed a rig’r 
P*iy,:hologlculiy, devoid 0 mercy, J *.~ 
;r:d of fen.* savage : -j 
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v/> ..d not beipjji it 
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have been prevented if «s3 

had hi; *fd 
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in Intellectual by. m- loonua* 

by h)^ A wfcto v? ■ 
fhv id the ie mntik, f » 
Rest itlu. So, by sac 1 rjtechaL'.* T.-^e 
had th^ hyj*on»aniac»a itaisesr un< t#V 
we -iH vilkd ezar ? 1 the two n>04t 
pcritlons iv the wv>rii" 
result was i»v* nensvless World War i 
— a v. <n *r vhlrh th * b . t y '»*. torn 
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tory to dw • bne. 
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?.-! e so:iiv . ’■ nnge ricnatr .v^r. . v‘* 
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the man of steel and ruthless slayer 
of millions of his own people; com- 
pletely devoid of scruple of any kind, 
he was a sociopath, a moral imbecile, 
and in complete control of Russia. 

Hitler could well have been used 
In the medical school classroom as a 
classic example of paranoia. Alas for 
the world he achieved a wider stage. 
He hid profound egocentricity, delu 
sions of persecution (the Jews; com- 
bined with considerable sagacity-— all 
characteristic of the paranoid state. 
Wc all knew he was abnormal. We 
fttiiculed him, and he ail but did us 
in. France had a series of ah cholic 
nriffie ? iiir liters during the interlude. 

J A ? e widespread discussion of 
Hir. problem h* doctors, psychiatrists 
av> polirical sts. ^ctorf? occupy 

a smi< i 1 position » osition of priv- 
;>e^cd communicatjon and maintenance 
of : *Cio reticent* Jibout the i>a- 
n .n(r condi ion be abrogated | 

tn •-{/ pfiik.nt it- v, 'e P/csident, aj 

igi «r ip, «j« 'n nortant judge, orj 

?ny ;, p nehli- n: ;i **:al whose nhei-j 

1 r - -y 1 *1 1 o-rblic harm. T .-t| 
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